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Femicide in Mexico and Central America:
Take a Stand Against Extreme Violence Against Women
In recognition of the 16 Days of Activism on Violence against Women, the Central America Women’s Network (CAWN) urges Parliament to take action in face of the worsening situation and alarming increases in the number of femicides –the violent killings of women- in Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras. It is important to address this phenomenon as an extreme form of gender-based violence (GBV) linked to discrimination, poverty and a “backlash” against women, in a climate of total state impunity.   

Femicide – a hate crime against women 
Violence against women is one of the most serious problems confronting Latin America today. Femicide first hit the international headlines in the 1990s when the mutilated bodies of raped and murdered women began to be discovered on waste ground outside the town of Ciudad Juárez, on the Mexico–US border.

Since then, these violent woman-killings have spread throughout Mexico and Central America. 
Honduras: A femicide occurs every 48 hours. Between 2002 and July 2009, an estimated 1,230 femicides – 127 in the first half of 2009 alone occurred. Around 40% of the victims were young women aged 16–30.

Guatemala: The number of femicides recorded rises every year. Some 3,500 cases were registered between 2000 and 2007.  437 women were murdered in 2008 alone, 473 up to 15 October 2009.

Mexico: Between January 2007 and July 2008 alone, 1,014 femicides were registered. 42% of these crimes were committed by a person known to the victim. Around 42.7% of victims were women aged 21-40. 4 out of 10 women and girls (41%) were killed violent and 1 out of 4 (25.7%) were killed with a handgun.

According to data published by the Human Rights Report of Central America 2009-2010, Central America has the greatest incidence of violent homicides in the world.
Parliament’s Stand Against Femicide
CAWN recognises the UK Government’s initiatives to deal with the problem of violence against women both within the UK and outside its borders. However, the inclusion of femicide in Central America when debating violence against women is absent. The UK Parliament has made no recognition of femicide in Central America since an Early Day Motion in 2007.

In 2007 the European Parliament passed a resolution “The murder of women in Central America and Mexico and the European Union’s role in preventing this”. 
The United States House and Senate passed House Resolution 100 and Senate Resolution 178 against femicide in Guatamala in 2006 and 2007 “encouraging the United States to work with Guatemala to bring an end to these crimes”.

Despite some progress in legislation in the region, the deaths caused by femicide continue to drastically rise and impunity continues.
The eradication of discrimination and violence against women, in particular femicide/feminicide, implies first recognising it in order to take the necessary and effective steps towards its prevention and prosecution. 
We are calling on the UK Parliament to:

Take the following steps to improve the appalling position that women in Central America face.  We, in solidarity with Central American women, request that Parliament:
· Re-addresses femicide, as one the greatest violation of human rights in Central America, in Parliamentary debate and passes a resolution in line with the European Parliament.

· Call on the governments of Mexico and Central America to give adequate financial, human, and technical resources and expertise in order to arrest and prosecute the perpetrators.

· Request that femicide and violence against women in Central America be included in the human rights clause as part of the negotiations of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America.
· Recognises and funds further research on the impact of poverty on the increment of violence against women and femicide in Mexico and Central America. 
· Acknowledge the work of women’s organisations working for visibility of the issue, access to justice and reparation for victims and their families.
· Reinforces training and work with men and boys on non-violent masculinities as part of its strategy to tackle VAW.
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