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Rt. Hon. David Miliband MP

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

3rd July 2009

Dear Secretary of State,

Re: Political-military coup d'état in Honduras

We are writing to you, as a UK-based networks working in collaboration with and in support of Central American women’s organisations, to express in the strongest terms our condemnation of the recent military coup in Honduras and the events that followed. As you will know by now, the coup itself has been widely condemned as a violation of the principles of democracy and the rule of law. It has also been condemned as a violation of the human rights of President Manuel Zelaya, the members of his cabinet, and the diplomats from a number of countries. The Honduran justices and lawyers including the Asociación de Jueces Democráticos, have stated that the de-facto president Roberto Micheletti; the armed forces chief, Romeo Vásquez Velásquez; the president of the National Congress, José Alfredo Saavedra; and others violated at least eight articles of the Honduran Constitution, including the rights of a citizen to remain in the national territory (Art. 81 & 102), the right of personal freedom (Art. 69 & 84), the inviolability of domicile (Art. 99) among others. They highlight that the removal of President Zelaya violates not only his rights but those of the Honduran population in so far as “his enforced absence is seriously damaging the rule of law and democracy in our country”. 
You will also know that on 1 July, at the 37th Special Session of its General Assembly, the Organisation of American States passed a resolution on the political crisis in Honduras AG/RES. 1 (XXXVII-E/09), condemning the coup and demanding the unconditional reinstatement of President Zelaya and the restoration of the rule of law within 72 hours. This is an encouraging sign and we are hoping that it will be complied with.  
The General Assembly of the United Nations approved on 30 June, a Resolution condemning the coup d'État in Honduras and giving its support to the legitimate Government of the President Zelaya. It makes a call to the nations of the world “to recognize no Government other than that of the Constitutional President Manuel Zelaya” and demands the restoration of President Zelaya in his Office in joint with the constitutional order in Honduras.

On the other hand, we are receiving worrying news from our partner organisations in Honduras about events during and after the coup. They report that repressive measures have been taken against people peacefully protesting outside the presidential palace and elsewhere. The measures include the use of teargas and rubber bullets. Our partners have informed us that minors are being recruited as child soldiers in the countryside.
In the light of these events, we request that the UK government takes the following measures:
· intervene at the diplomatic level to ensure the calm withdrawal of the soldiers to their barracks and the safety and protection of civilians from any reprisals. A mechanism will need to be put in place to monitor this process;

· ask the UN Security Council to consider sending a UN mission to the country in the event of the failure of the Honduran State to protect its citizens – and in particular women, in the framework of the UNSCR 1325;

· following the example of the World Bank on 30 June 2009, freeze all trade and aid  from the UK to the government of Honduras until the crisis is resolved, and support the process of freezing such aid and trade in the European Union;

· support the European Union in its suspension of  negotiations on the EU—Central America Association Agreement until it has clear evidence that Honduras is complying with the terms of the democracy and human rights provisions incorporated in the agreement.
We would like to request a meeting with you or your officials at any convenient time to discuss in more detail the implications that this trend of violence and intolerance could have on the work of some of our partners and on the majority of the people of Honduras, many of whom are supported by the British government. 

Yours sincerely,
Endorsements by organisations:

Central America Women’s Network

Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign 

Gender and Development Network

CODA International
Christian Aid
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom

Tearfund UK

One World Action 

IANSA
Health Unlimited Ground

Widows for Peace through Democracy

*For any response, please contact Katherine Ronderos, Women’s Rights Progamme Officer, CAWN (Katherine@cawn.org)

Cc.

Rt. Hon. Douglas Alexander MP, Secretary of State for international Development

Baroness Gibson Chair All-Party Parliamentary British-Latin America Group

Charlotte Atkins MP, Chair Inter-Parliament Group for Central America

John Battle MP, Chair All-Party Parliamentary Group on Overseas Development

Ann Clwyd MP, Chair All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group
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