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EDITORIAL 
 
Hundreds of women are incarcerated across the 
world for having suffered miscarriages, stillbirths, 
and other obstetrical complications without 
medical attention. Many of them live in El 
Salvador, where they usually live in poverty and 
marginalization. Some have been sentenced to 
decades behind bars. 

CAWN is working with our Salvadoran partner the 
Citizens Group for the Decriminalization of 
Abortion on a campaign to free 17 of these 
Salvadoran women. Advocates defending 
womenôs reproductive rights and the right to 
therapeutic, eugenic or ethnic abortion are 
receiving regular harassment from Salvadoran 
religious leaders, policy-makers and the media. On 
25 September these issues will be discussed in 
detail in a Solidarity Event on the Impact of 
Banning Abortion. 

Indeed, this year is one of intense activity around 
this International Day of Action for the 
Decriminalisation of Abortion in London, with a 
coalition of feminist and human rights 
organisations launching the first edition of the 
Festival of Choice. The Festival encourages 
people to join the discussion on abortion, working 
on an inclusionary basis, and it offers a packed 
programme of activities between 23-28 September 
- including ours on Thursday 25th! 

The case of six Mexican women incarcerated for 
homicide (for terminating their pregnancies) and 
then freed by civil society coordinated efforts 
(shown in the documentary Las Libres, which you 
can find below) prove working together and in 
solidarity does make a difference. We are glad that 
already various Members of the European 
Parliament have pro-actively shown their support 
to CAWN's campaign, including Jean Lambert. We 
hope many others will also feel encouraged to 
make public statements in support of Central 
American women's reproductive rights. 

We are also going to need your pennies to 
continue organising for gender justice in Central 
America, as CAWN finds itself in a dire and critical 
financial situation - find more details on how to 
chip in on this page! 

HELP CAWN CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT OUR PARTNERS IN 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

CAWN needs your help in order to maintain our 
capacity to support the womenôs movement, as 
well as the struggles of workers, the indigenous 
and economic justice movements in Central 
America, the United Kingdom and Europe. 

In these times of austerity CAWN hasnôt been 
able to find funders willing to support us 
financially. Therefore CAWN needs your support 
more than ever, in order to remain the platform in 
Europe for womenôs rights in Central America.  

If you would like to contribute to the continuation 
and strengthening of our work and support the 
struggle of the womenôs organisations we work 
with, you can very easily donate: 

> Through our Charity profile at BT. Our Gift 
Aid registration number will be available soon.  

> By sending a cheque to 44-48, Shepherdess 
Walk. London, N1 7JP, United Kingdom. 
Please make them payable to: Central America 
Womenôs Network 

> By transferring directly to: Central America 
Womenôs Network; Account number: 6506 
1602 00; Sort code: 08-92-99; IBAN: GB43 
CPBK 08929965061602 

 

CHORAL CONCERT FUNDRAISER 

Enjoy a Choral concert and fundraise for CAWN 
by purchasing tickets to Shadows of War, by the 
Bromley Boy Singers at the Brandenburg 
Choral Festival, inspired by the anniversary of the 
Great War, on Saturday 25 October. 

By purchasing a ticket through CAWN, half of the 
amount will be donated to CAWN by Brandenburg 
Choral Festival.  

http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/support-us/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/support-us/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/solidarity-event-international-day-of-action-for-the-decriminalisation-of-abortion-tickets-13065145201?aff=eac2
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/solidarity-event-international-day-of-action-for-the-decriminalisation-of-abortion-tickets-13065145201?aff=eac2
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/programme/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/programme/
http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/2014/08/01/statement-re-abortion-law-el-salvador/#sthash.1dzSbh2F.dpuf
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/centralamericawomensnetwork
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/centralamericawomensnetwork
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/cawnchoralconcertfundraiser/181019
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/centralamericawomensnetwork
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OUR ANNOUNCEMENTSOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Updates, shout-outs, past and upcoming activities, and more 

 

RECENT EVENTS AND PUBLICATIONS 

Blog | Treaty Alliance 

The Treaty Alliance is a group of committed 
networks and campaign groups around the world 
who are joining to collectively help organise 
advocacy activities in support of developing 
binding international regulation to address 
corporate human rights abuses. CAWN is a 
signatory to the treaty. 

You can check the Treaty Alliance blog here. 

Campaign | Stop TTIP 

CAWN supports the 'Stop TTIP' (Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership) campaign, as 
this trade agreement between the EU and USA will 
not benefit citizens but corporations. It will in 
fact increase the power of multinationals at the 
expense of democracy and the general good. 

We are outraged at the recent attempt of the 
European Commission to wipe out citizen's 
involvement in discussions on an agreement that 
will have very serious consequences, mostly 
negative, for European society. Gladly, civil society 
has quickly reacted and will be appealing to the 
European Court of Justice and will continue with 
the collection of signatures. Everyone is invited to 
follow and support 'Stop TTIP'! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PUBLICATIONS 

FESTIVAL OF CHOICE 
23-28 SEPTEMBER, LONDON 

All over the world feminists and human rights organisations are marking 28 September: the 
international day of action for the decriminalisation of abortion. In London six feminist and human 
rights organisations, including Amnesty International UK, Central America Women's Network, 15M 
Women's Assembly, Hysteria, My Belly is Mine, and Speaking of I.M.E.L.D.A., have organised the 

Festival of Choice from 23 and 28 September.  

The Festival of Choice encourages people to join the 
discussion on abortion and works on an inclusionary 
basis. The varied programme has something for 
everybody and is all over London. óIt is an opportunity to 
celebrate the solidarity and activism of women and girls 
and to strengthen and support the prochoice message, 
locally and globallyô.  

The week consists of 6 events, with all but one free to attend:  

 - Tuesday 23 September ï Opening Event with HYSTERIA from 6.30pm at The Peckham Pelican, 92 
Peckham Road, SE15 5PY, London  

 - Wednesday 24 September ï 'I choose' Theatre of the Oppressed Workshop from 6.30pm at Unite 
the Union, 128 Theobaldôs Road, WC1X 8TN, London  

 - Thursday 25 September ï Discussion Forum: The Impact of Banning Abortion with screening of óLife 

http://www.treatymovement.com/
http://stop-ttip.org/what-is-the-problem-ttip-ceta/
http://stop-ttip.org/what-is-the-problem-ttip-ceta/
http://stop-ttip.org/blog/2014/09/11/eu-commission-wants-to-wipe-out-citizens-involvement-in-ttip-and-ceta/
http://stop-ttip.org/blog/2014/09/11/eu-commission-wants-to-wipe-out-citizens-involvement-in-ttip-and-ceta/
http://stop-ttip.org/blog/2014/09/19/european-commission-faces-court-challenge-over-trade-talks/
http://stop-ttip.org/blog/2014/09/19/european-commission-faces-court-challenge-over-trade-talks/
http://stop-ttip.org/blog/2014/09/19/european-commission-faces-court-challenge-over-trade-talks/
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.cawn.org/
http://asambleademujereslondres.org/
http://asambleademujereslondres.org/
http://hystericalfeminisms.com/
http://mybellyismine.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Speaking-of-Imelda/571659212932533
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/about/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/tuesday-23rd-september-opening-event/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/wednesday-24th-september-theatre-workshop/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/thursday-25th-september-panel-discussions-and-screenings/
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at any priceô from 6.30pm at Amnesty International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, WC1X 0DW, London. 
Registration required ï more details below. 

 - Friday 26 September ï An evening of Art, Music and poetry from 7pm at the London Action 
Resource Centre, 62 Fieldgate Street, E1 1ES, London  

 - Saturday 27 September  ï Irish and Spanish Prochoice Activism from the 80s till Present from 12pm 
at Amnesty International, 17-25 New Inn Yard, EC2A 3EA, London  

 - Sunday 28 September ï Action on the International Day for the Decriminalisation of Abortion from 
2pm at Southbank  

 

Panel Discussion | The Impact of Banning 
Abortion ï 25 September 

In solidarity with the International Day of Action for 
the Decriminalisation of Abortion (on 28 
September) and in collaboration with the Festival 
Choice, the Central American Womenôs Network 
and Amnesty International invite you to a 
discussion on the impact of the total ban on 
abortion on women and girls in El Salvador and 
the status of access to abortion globally. 

The discussion will feature a screening of Al 
Jazeeraôs and CAWNôs documentary óLife at any 
Priceô.  

More information 

Register for the event 

 

 
 

 
 

CALLS FOR SOLIDARITY AND ACTION 
Calls for international feminist solidarity from Honduran and Salvadoran activists 
translated by CAWN 

El Salvador: Ongoing smear campaign and 
threats targeting human rights defenders 
campaigning for sexual and reproductive 
rights 

Since 10 August 2014, several human rights 
defenders have been threatened and targeted by 
media groups in El Salvador. These threats are 
part of an ongoing smear campaign targeting 
human rights defenders and organisations in El 
Salvador that have called for the pardon of 
seventeen women who are currently imprisoned 
on charges of abortion. 

The smear campaign against the Campaña 
Libertad para las 17 is being led by various media 
groups considered to have conservative views. On 
10 August 2014, one of El Salvador's leading 
media groups published an article quoting false 
information relating to the funding of the Campaña 
Libertad para las 17. Over the following days, 

other media sources published articles and 
editorials on the situation of women human rights 
defenders in El Salvador and some elements of 
the press have put the women and their families at 
risk by publishing the full names of the seventeen 
women currently in prison. As a result, some of 
them have been attacked in custody by other 
imprisoned women. Furthermore, women human 
rights defenders have reportedly received threats 
via social networking websites relating to their 
work promoting and protecting human rights in El 
Salvador.  

In April 2014, both the Colectiva Feminista por el 
Desarrollo Local and the Agrupación Ciudadana 
por la Despenalización del Aborto Terapéutico, 
Ético y Eugenésico presented the case of the 
seventeen detained women to the Legislative 
Assembly in El Salvador to request their legal 
pardon. 

http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/friday-26th-september-musicfundraising-event/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/saturday-27th-september-film-screenings-and-discussion/
https://www.facebook.com/events/571885039584390/
http://festivalofchoice.wordpress.com/2014/08/31/thursday-25th-september-panel-discussions-and-screenings/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/solidarity-event-international-day-of-action-for-the-decriminalisation-of-abortion-tickets-13065145201?aff=eac2
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Take action against the threats targeting WHRDs 

Sign the campaign ñLibertad para las 17ò 

To participate in the photo campaign, send us your 
picture holding a flower to rose@cawn.org  

 

Honduras: Famine due to severe drought - 
Donate to support the delivery of aid 

This year low rainfall in Central America has 
resulted in severe droughts throughout the region, 
damaging staple crops and resulting in worrying 
food shortages. In Honduras, the prolonged 
drought has had a devastating effect on around 
76,000 peasant families that depend on staple 
crops -maize and beans- as their principal source 
of food. The drought has been so widespread that 
in some communities the local water supply has 
dried up, resulting in extreme rationing of water.  
We call for support to deliver: 
1. Emergency food aid to 720 peasant families, to 
alleviate the impact of the shortage of food. 
2. Seeds for maize and beans to be sown and to 

strengthen community seed banks. 
3. Logistical support to deliver the seeds to the 
different regions in Honduras.  
Volunteers have the opportunity to participate in a 

ówork for foodô scheme that would involve working 
on the organic farm plots, and carrying out 
community work (training provided). 

Donate now 

Honduras: Campesino leader assassinated 

Prominent campesino 
leader Margarita Murillo 
was shot dead in the 
community of El Planón, 
north-western Honduras, 
on 27 August. The safety 
of other members of her 
organization and family 
could be at risk. 

In the morning of 27 
August Margarita Murillo (56) was working on a 
piece of land in the community of El Planón, near 
the municipality of Villanueva in the department of 
Cortés, when she was shot dead. Her dead body 
was found over her mattock with shots to her face 
and chest. The fatal attack occurred after she had 
reported being under surveillance and receiving 
threats in recent days. Over the weekend of 30 
August, police officers wanted to force their way 
into Margaritaôs daughtersô home, arguing it was 
part of the investigations into her death. 

Margarita Murillo was the President of the 
campesino organization of Las Ventanas 
(Empresa Asociativa Campesina de Producción 
Las Ventanas), which is part of the National 
Federation of Campesinos of Honduras. She was 
also an active member of the Social Forum of the 
Sula Valley (Foro Social del Valle de Sula). On 19 
August, as president of the campesino 
organization of Las Ventanas, she attended a very 
tense a meeting in the National Agrarian Institute 
(Instituto Nacional Agrario, INA) about issues 
related to land disputes in Las Ventanas. In April 
2014 another member of Las Ventanas campesino 
group was killed in circumstances that are yet to 
be clarified. 

Take action by demanding the Honduran 
authorities to carry out an immediate investigation 
into the killing of Margarita Murillo and to adopt 
mechanism to protect those at risk of reprisal for 
their work in defence of human rights. Please send 
the appeals before 14 October in your own 
language. 

 

http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/27026/action
http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/27026/action
http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/27026/action
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/honduranfarmers/186346
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AMR37/010/2014/en
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AMR37/010/2014/en
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AMR37/010/2014/en
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NEWS AND ANALYSIS 
News from external sources and analysis by CAWN supporters and members 

WOMEN, LAND STRUGGLES AND STATE VIOLENCE 

Guatemala: Court Rules in Favour of 
Indigenous People over Goldcorp Mining in 
Sipacapa 

A Guatemalan court ruled in favour of the 
indigenous people of the municipality of Sipacapa. 
The court says the Guatemalan government must 
respect the right to information and consultation 
with the local population before granting any kind 
of mining permits, according to international 
conventions. As a consequence the mining permit 
named òLos Chocoyosò is illegal, and should be 
withdrawn. 

òThis judgment states the obligation of the 
Guatemalan government to respect the indigenous 
peopleôs right to information and consultation 
before granting mining permits in indigenous 

territories, in accordance with both United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
and International Labour Organization Convention 
169. Otherwise they are illegal,ò said Esperanza 
Pérez, from the Mayan Council of Sipacapa during 
a press conference held July 23. 

More 

Guatemala: Another threat to the peaceful 
resistance of La Puya 

At 2 a.m. on July 31 in San José del Golfo, 
employees of Kappes, Cassiday & Associates 
(KCA) and Mining Explorations of Guatemala 
(EXMINGUA) tried to enter the El Tambor mining 
site, destroying spaces the San José del Golfo 
community had been using for cooking, meetings, 
and celebrations in the process. The workers were 
trying to move three vans and heavy equipment 
used for washing minerals onto the site, and at 
8:24 am were joined by 200 police officers who 
threatened the residents of San José del Golfo 
with eviction if they did not allow the workers to 
enter the site. The peaceful resistance of La Puya 
eventually withdrew without using force around 11 
am and let the machinery pass onto the site to 
avoid violence. 

More 

 

GUATEMALA: PEACEFUL RESISTANCE AT LA PUYA 

Kate Bailey is currently studying for a PhD in History at Lancaster University. Her 
research explores the disappearances that occurred in Guatemala and how the 
ódisappearedô have been remembered. Twitter: @KH_Bailey 

Since March 2nd 2012, members of communities from San José del Golfo and San 
Pedro Ayumpuc have joined together to oppose the building of a new mine. This is 

set to be constructed near the homes of these communities, and there are concerns about the effects 
this mining project will have on the health of those living near to it, to their crops, and to the air and 
water. Despite the potential destructive impact this mine could have on local residents, community 
members only discovered the existence of the proposed mine project in a newspaper article: no one 
was consulted prior to the projects agreement. Even though residents contacted government agencies 
to express their outrage and concern, their complaints received little or no attention, and they were 
often either ignored or given misinformation about the status of the venture.  

In response to this, on March 2nd 2012 community members set up what was, until recently, a two-

http://upsidedownworld.org/main/guatemala-archives-33/4963-guatemalan-court-rules-in-favor-of-indigenous-people-over-goldcorp-mining-in-sipacapa
https://ghrcusa.wordpress.com/2014/08/01/guatemala-news-update-july-28-august-1/
https://twitter.com/KH_bailey
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year-old blockade. Yolanda Oquelí, 
leader of 'Frente Norte del Area 
Metropolitana' (FRENAM), has 
been responsible for creating and 
maintaining this resistance. The 
movement itself is largely organised 
and fuelled by women from nearby 
communities, who oppose the 
creation of the mine and the 
treatment they receive by the 
government. For these women, 
being involved in this struggle is 
usually difficult and complex. Not 
only do they have to fight to defend 
their rights as people, they must 
also struggle against the dominant 
male attitude present in Guatemala. 
óWomen are abused for being 
women and for being human rights 

defenders,ô Yolanda said in an interview with the Central America Womenôs Network, óThe resistance 
feels impotent as they are being repressed by the government itself. What moves a woman is her 
children. The police calls female protesters óprostitutesô, says they are bad mothers that donôt care 
about their children. Itôs a constant struggle for women; their task is more complicated as they struggle 
against the governmentôs repression as well as against machismo.ô1  

The blockade was located near the entrance to the site, designed to deny access to the vehicles and 
mining equipment needed for the project development. While it endured, members of the resistance 
worked tirelessly in shifts to ensure that the blockade was maintained 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Their commitment to preserving the blockade was matched only by their commitment to the principle 
of non-violence. Yolanda stated that óWomen donôt believe in the legitimacy of violence, nor in gender 
violence. Guatemalan women are tired of so much blood; we are offering a peaceful model of protest. 
As opposed to the government's aim to kill and injure us.ô  

Despite their own commitment to non-violence, due to their open opposition to this mining 
development, members of the resistance have experienced persistent harassment and persecution at 
the hands of the Guatemalan government. In this attempt to break the spirit of the resistance, many 
members have found themselves facing unfound criminal charges, including charges of kidnapping, 
assault, and terrorism, while others have been detained under martial law for extended periods of time 
and never charged. On May 3rd 2014, several community members were found guilty of making 
threats and assaulting those involved in the development of the mine, and were sentenced to 9 years 
in prison. Yolanda herself was summoned to court on 27th May 2014, and was criminalized by the 
mining company. óI couldnôt afford a lawyer, LAMMP (Latin American Mining Monitoring Programme) 
paid for one, and I got one of the best in the countryô, she said. óIf the result had been prison or a fine, I 
would go to prison, as paying a fine is injustice.ô  

As a result of her high profile position within the resistance, and in a further attempt to frighten the 
resistance into inactivity, in June 2012 Yolanda suffered an assassination attempt on her life. She has 
been left with a bullet permanently lodged in her spine, which is a constant source of pain. So far, no 
one has been punished for this crime. However, despite these attempts to frighten the resistance into 
submission and non-existence, community members persevere. óThe government and the mining 
company have tried to get rid of me through persecution, following me, trying to assassinate meô, 
Yolanda stated, óEven if they get rid of me, it wonôt dismantle the struggle of La Puya, getting rid of me 
is not the end of the struggle.ô When asked whether the struggle was worthwhile, even when faced 
with threats, Yolanda said óYes, my family and the struggle are on the same scale of importance, 
because I fight for them.ô The constant pain caused by the bullet in her spine is a reminder to her that 

                                                 
1
 All quotations within this article are from Oquelí, Y., informal interview with Central America Women's Network, at Guatemala 

Conference 2014, 31st May. 

Photography by James Rodríguez 

http://www.mimundo-fotorreportajes.org/2014/05/violento-desalojo-de-la-resistencia.html
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she must continue fighting. 

On May 23rd 2014 those involved in the resistance were violently evicted by the Guatemalan police 
force. At least 20 people were injured, 7 others were taken to hospital in Guatemala City, and even 
more were detained by the police. Local women involved in the resistance maintained their non-violent 
principles and when faced with the onslaught from hundreds of members of the police force, they sang 
and prayed. They remained at the entrance of the mine until the police began using tear gas and 
beating people, overpowering members of the resistance in order to move the mining machinery onto 
the site. Throughout this two-year period of resistance, the Guatemalan government maintained that 
any violence that occurred was the result of a lack of police force. Yolanda Oquelí vehemently 
disagrees with this, óThe government claims that high levels of violence is because of a lack of police 
staff and resources, but if you see the amount of police it uses for these struggles protecting foreign 
interests over its own citizen, there is sufficient police staff, they are just not deployed to guard public 
safety. They are deployed to protect private property.ô Members of the police force and the 
Guatemalan military now escort the mining equipment onto the site. 

Although the blockade was broken, the resistance at La Puya continues; members of the communities 
still openly oppose and struggle against the development of the mine. Their actions have and continue 
to receive support from national and international organisations, and individuals in Guatemalan? 
society. It is clear that those involved in the resistance have no plans to stop fighting at any point soon. 
óThere will be a car parade protest,ô Yolanda said, ówhich is a result of our struggle in La Puya, 
because they are women and peaceful. The indifference of the people hurts more sometimes than the 
government repression.ô  Yolanda visited the UK on 31st May 2014 in order to articulate the struggle 
that was taking place in La Puya, to 
raise awareness of what was 
happening. She said,  óeverybody fights 
for what affects them directly, if we are 
divided itôs easier for the government to 
repress us. We all have the same goal, 
it doesnôt matter if itôs mining or hydro-
dams, we are all invaded.ô  

When asked how the resistance in La 
Puya could be supported, what actions 
could be performed, Yolanda stated, óI 
always say, money corrupts. If you want 
to help us, denounce the governmentôs 
repression, campaign for our struggle 
and offer us juridical help (like LAMMP) 

when we need it.ô There are online 
petitions by Amnesty International, 
AVAAZ.org, and others, and several articles have covered the resistance and the eviction.  

óWe canôt be indifferent to things that happen on the other side of the world. Itôs only one planet. To fail 
is to not stand in solidarity with each otherôs struggles. We need to take responsibility in obligation to 
our children. Until I stop breathing, I will keep struggling.ô ï Yolanda Oquelí 

 

Honduran woman campesino leader 
assasinated 

On August 27, Honduran campesino leader 
Margarita Murillo was murdered by three heavily 
armed men while she was working her land in 
Villanueva, in the northern region of the country. 
Her assassination is one of the latest in a long 
string of murders against members of the 
Honduran Resistance Front. Former Honduran 
President Manuel Zelaya is one of the principal 

leaders of the Resistance. He confirms that since 
the 2009 coup dôetat, which removed him from 
office, the political repression and persecution 
against members of the resistance has only 
increased. 

ñSince the coup dô®tat there has been murders, 
massacres and barbarous acts. We have made 
complaints to every international organization and 
nobody does nothing to stop this brutal and 
criminal subjugation of which the people of 

Yolanda Oquelí. Photography by James Rodríguez 

http://www.ghrc-usa.org/our-work/current-cases/san-jose-del-golfo/la-puya-environmental-movement-celebrates-two-years-of-peaceful-resistance/
https://nacla.org/news/2014/5/27/la-puya-peaceful-mining-resistance-dismantled-force
http://www.mimundo-fotorreportajes.org/2014/05/violento-desalojo-de-la-resistencia.html
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Honduras are victims,ò explained Zelaya. 

About Murilloôs murder, he expressed that ñthe 
death of Margarita Murillo, a campesino and 
workersô leader and a coordinator of the 
Resistance and the Libre Party is a crime that we 
emphatically condemn, because it touches the 
most intimate fibre of all of the Honduran people. 
With her murder, more than 300 resistance 

members have been assassinated. In five years, 
36 journalists have been killed, as have 80 
lawyers, and more than 73 campesino leaders. 
And more than 1,500 complaints of human rights 
violations that still have yet to been investigatedò. 

More 

You can find actions in our section ñCalls for 
solidarity and actionò above. 

 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND FEMICIDE 

Guatemala: IACHR attacks Guatemala for 
failure to tackle crimes against women 

A landmark ruling handed down by the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights this week put the 
spotlight on the high level of violence against 
women in Guatemala, a country with one of the 
highest femicide rates in the world. 

The ruling addressed the case of teenager Maria 
Isabel Veliz, who was kidnapped in Guatemala 
City in December 2001 and whose body was 
found days later. She had been raped, tortured, 
stabbed, strangled, disfigured and put in a bag. 

The investigation into her killing was delayed so 
many times that the girlôs mother, Rosa Elvira, took 
the case to the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights in 2004 and later to the Inter-
American Court, the regional human rights court 
for the Americas. Nearly 13 years later, no one has 
been punished for the crime. 

More 

Nicaragua: Jurists clarify Law 779 
regulations, while womenôs groups protest 
changes to definition of ñfemicideò 

Supreme Court President Alba Luz Ramos said on 
Aug. 14 that the regulations for the implementation 
of Law 779 broaden prevention, sanctions, and 
attention to the victims of domestic violence and 
define the reparation due to the victims. She said 
that women may go to the Womenôs Police 
Stations or arrange mediation through the 
neighbourhood Family Councils but this is strictly 
voluntary. She said that the goal is to strengthen 
family ties and reunite families but no one can be 
required to go to the Family Councils. She 
explained that when the murder of a woman is a 
hate crime the judges will not classify it as a 
simple homicide with a lower sentence. In the 
recently released regulations, for the murder of a 
woman to be a femicide rather than a simple 

homicide, there must be a relationship between 
the perpetrator and the victim. The law originally 
seemed to call any killing of a woman a femicide. 

The change was condemned by womenôs groups 
who marched in front of the National Assembly on 
August 14. Reyna Rodriguez of the Network of 
Women against Violence said that the international 
organisations that supported activities that had led 
to the passage of the law had been notified of the 
changes included in the regulations which she said 
constituted a ñstep backwards.ò Meanwhile Judge 
Maria Fabiola Betancourt refused to lower the 
sentence from femicide to homicide of a man 
accused of murdering two women as had been 
requested by his lawyer even though there had 
been no relationship between the man and either 
of the two women. 

More 

 
U.S.: Board of Immigration Appeals 
Recognises Domestic Violence as a Basis 
for Asylum 

The Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA), the 
highest administrative immigration court in the 
United States, published a landmark decision on 

Immigrants after crossing the Rio Grande from Mexico into 
Texas 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marco-caceres/the-killing-of-margarita_b_5736820.html
http://www.trust.org/item/20140731163500-tfad3/
http://www.nicanet.org/?page=blog&id=29572
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/30/us/victim-of-domestic-violence-in-guatemala-is-ruled-eligible-for-asylum-in-us.html?emc=edit_tnt_20140829&nlid=47779847&tntemail0=y&_r=2
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/30/us/victim-of-domestic-violence-in-guatemala-is-ruled-eligible-for-asylum-in-us.html?emc=edit_tnt_20140829&nlid=47779847&tntemail0=y&_r=2


AUTUMN 2014 // NEWSLETTER //  

10 
 

August 26 in Matter of A-R-C-G-. This ruling has 
the potential to affect immigrant women survivors 
of domestic violence across the country. The BIA 
found that women fleeing domestic violence can 
be members of a particular social group, one of 
the grounds for asylum, and remanded a case 
involving a Guatemalan woman asylum seeker to 
the immigration court for a new decision. The 
Boardôs decision signals a move away from 
restrictive interpretations of the law that have 
made it difficult for domestic violence survivors to 
receive protection in the United States. CGRS 
provided consultation to the attorney in the case 
and filed an amicus brief. 

The case involves a mother of three, Ms. C-G-, 
who suffered what the decision deems ñrepugnant 
abuseò at the hands of her husband, including 
beatings, rapes, an assault that broke her nose, 
and an attack with paint thinner that left her with 
burn scars. Her efforts to get police protection 
were in vain, as they refused to interfere, and her 
husband threatened to kill her if she contacted 
them further. Her husband thwarted her repeated 
efforts to leave and stay with relatives when he 
found her and threatened her if she did not return. 

More 

REPRODUCTIVE AND ABORTION RIGHTS 

El Salvador: Religious opposition and 
hostile press obstruct pro-choice 
campaigners 

Abortion is a crime in El Salvador and has been 
illegal under all circumstances since 1998 - even 
in cases of rape, incest, a severely deformed 
foetus or when the woman's life is in danger. 

Almost weekly, anti-abortion columnists in El 
Salvadorôs newspaper El Diario de Hoy condemn 
any moves to ease the countryôs prohibitive 
abortion law. 

ñThey run weekly columns in El Diario de Hoy, 
tarnishing our movementôs name, and say weôre 
proposing the law of death. They have the political 
connections and money to do this,ò Rosa María 
Hernández, Head of Catholics for the Right to 
Decide in El Salvador, told Thomson Reuters 
Foundation by telephone from the capital San 
Salvador. 

ñWe feel censored by the press because itôs 
difficult to get our word out and let people know 
that the abortion ban kills women because they 
canôt access a safe abortion.ò 

More 

Nicaragua: Women protest at Supreme 
Court in Managua 

About 300 women from different womenôs groups 
demonstrated in front of the Nicaraguan Supreme 
Court on July 15, demanding that the Court 
declare unconstitutional the 2007 penal code 
changes that criminalized therapeutic abortion, 
previously legal for over a century in Nicaragua. 
Magally Quintana told reporters, ñWe are here to 
protest the deaths of 23 women who would have 
been able to save their lives if they had been able 

to have a therapeutic abortion and also to tell the 
Court that there have been 48 femicides in 
Nicaragua this year and not 18.ò The women said 
that the Court interpreted Law 779 ñAgainst 
Violence Towards Womenò incorrectly in saying 
that only some murders of women were femicides. 
Supreme Court President Alba Ramos had said 
that if a woman was killed during a robbery it was 
homicide, not femicide [a hate crime against 
women], but the demonstrators said that with 
statements like that ñthis government opens the 
door to more murders of women. 

More 

Documentary Las Libres and short film 
Acompañamiento 

Las Libres, La historia después deé (The Free 
ones, the story afterwardsé) is a documentary on 
the violation of womenôs rights in Guanajato, 
Mexico at the hands of harsh and draconian state 
laws criminalizing abortion. 

Between 2000 and 2008, these laws were used to 
send 130 women in the state to prisonðoften for 

http://www.justice.gov/eoir/vll/intdec/vol26/3811.pdf
http://www.icontact-archive.com/QFS-zoj1ul57i8PSf-6LKzKZmjJEO7j3?w=3
http://www.donotlink.com/bow4
http://www.trust.org/item/20140815103722-cg5up
http://www.nicanet.org/?page=blog&id=27512
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sentences of 25 to 30 yearsðfor the ñcrimesò of 
abortion and miscarriage. The film shares the 
stories of 6 of these women and highlights the role 
of Las Libres, a NGO that denounced the laws and 
fought alongside the unjustly incarcerated women 
for their freedom. 

The documentary exposes the resulting human 
rights violations in Mexico, and reveals the 
malicious nature of conservative agendas that 
work to limit and restrict womenôs rights and 
reproductive health, not only in Mexico, but also in 
countries such as the United States, Argentina, 
and many more.  

Watch the trailer of Las Libres 

A shorter documentary called Acompañamiento 
(Accompaniment) has also been produced by Las 
Libres and IPAS, detailing its successful model 
that pairs women seeking medical abortion with 
women committed to accompanying others on a 
volunteer basis throughout the process of a safe 
abortion. You can watch the full documentary 
Acompañamiento 

More 

September 28 ï Global Day of Action for 
the Decriminalisation of Abortion 

September 28 Day of Action for Access to Safe 
and Legal Abortion has its origin in Latin America 
and the Caribbean where womenôs groups have 
been mobilizing around September 28 the last two 
decades to demand their governments to 
decriminalise abortion, to provide access to safe 
and affordable abortion services and to end stigma 
and discrimination towards women who choose to 
have an abortion. The original name of the 
campaign in Latin America and the Caribbean is 
Campaña 28 de Septiember por la 
Despenalización del Aborto, which continues up to 
this day growing in force and commitment on the 
part of womenôs rights activists in the region. The 
date ï September 28 ï was chosen in 
commemoration of the abolition of slavery in Brazil 
which is now remembered as the day of the ñfree 
wombò demanding for safe and legal abortion for 
all women. 

Diverse actions will take place all over the world to 
celebrate this day. This year the campaign focuses 
on Abortion Stigma, which is one of the main 
obstacles towards ensuring available and 
accessible abortion services, since it silences and 
gives shame to those who have or will seek 
abortions.  

September28 actions on abortion stigma 

Sign the Festival of Choice Manifesto, demanding 
the decriminalisation of abortion globally 

 

 

 

WOMENôS ECONOMIC RIGHTS  

El Salvador: Poverty pushes maquila 
workers to migrate 
Adapted and translated by CAWN 

The poor quality of life of Salvadoran maquila 
workers, due to low wages and exhausting 
working hours, makes many think about 
emigrating. Most do not in the end because of the 

difficulties in saving up the money demanded by 
coyotes (smugglers), which is at least US $4,000.  

María Magdalena and Noemí Carolina Monterrosa 
are sisters. They live with their mother, Noem²ôs 
son, another sister and three nephews in a house 
in Santa Cruz Michapa, Cuscatlán. Their father, a 
patrolman, was killed during the civil war 28 years 

http://www.laslibresmovie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8jxYGzdWQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC8jxYGzdWQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ipas.org/en/News/2014/August/Film-highlights-Mexican-organization-Las-Libres-s-unique-model-for-supporting-women-during.aspx
http://www.28deseptiembre.org/
http://www.28deseptiembre.org/
http://www.28deseptiembre.org/
http://www.september28.org/world-free-of-abortionstigma/
https://festivalofchoice.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/manifesto-festival-of-choice-demands-decriminalisation-of-abortion-globally1.pdf
https://festivalofchoice.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/manifesto-festival-of-choice-demands-decriminalisation-of-abortion-globally1.pdf
http://www.cimacnoticias.com.mx/node/67040
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ago.  

María Magdalena, the eldest, has had no income 
for months. She was born with a disability, and 
that, along with having spent 16 years 
embroidering, has meant that her arms are no 
longer able to keep up working. "My hands get 
numb and my embroidery gets twisted", she said. 
She could never work in the maquila and no longer 
receives embroidery orders.  

She wanted to emigrate to the United States 10 
years ago, where a relative offered to pay for her 
ticket, but she wasnôt granted an American visa. 
She doesnôt want to travel in any other way, her 
disability would not allow her to withstand the 
harsh journey, but she still wishes to go.  

Naomi, 33, also wants to emigrate. She worked in 
the maquila, but decided to temporarily leave it 
when her son started having problems in school.  

Working hours in textile factories makes it virtually 
impossible to balance work and family life, with 
exhausting workdays of up to 12 hours. Naomi 
now helps a friend with embroidery. The lack of 
money and of a visa keeps her from seeking a 
better life elsewhere - it was easier to save when 
working in the maquila, where she was paid every 
15 days.  

The maquilas are a major source of employment 
for women in El Salvador. The sector generated 
72,000 direct jobs in 2013, according to the 
Chamber of Textile Production (Camtex). Camtex 
indicates that the average wage in the sector is 
US$ 344, although most workers are only paid 
US$ 200. The embroiderersô average wage is US$ 
80.  

In addition, the productive life of a worker in the 
maquila is very short. "A woman of 35 who has 
given everything to the maquila no longer 
produces the same. Then she gets fired. The 
options are the street work, paid housework or to 

emigrate", says Montserrat Arévalo, spokeswoman 
for Mujeres Transformando (Women 
Transforming), a feminist organisation that protects 
womenôs rights, especially of factory workers, and 
has over 300 unionised members.  

Naomi's son is about to turn seven. His father 
immigrated to the United States before he was 
born, and sends remittances occasionally. 27 
percent of women in the maquila are single 
mothers, according to the Organisation of 
Salvadoran Women for Peace (ORMUSA).  

According to Arévalo, about half of the women 
working in the maquila think about emigrating at 
some point.  

Despite the strength of migratory movement in El 
Salvador, there are only a few civil organisations 
defending the rights of migrants or addressing the 
issue in their projects and programs. All this 
contributes to the invisibility of the phenomenon, 
which means the rights of those who choose to 
migrate and their familiesô are violated more 
frequently, making abuses more common, and 
then they have less information about taking this 
decision or making the journey.  

The organisations working for the rights of the 
maquila workers claim the 5th July as the National 
Day of Maquila Workers, in recognition of their 
contribution to the national economy as well as in 
the defence of their labour rights. 

 

 

HONDURAS: RURAL WOMEN ASK FOR CREDIT SCHEMES TO 
TACKLE THE CRISIS IN THE FIELD 

Translated by CAWN 

The initiative seeks to create a solidarity loan programme through a legislative decree for 
women living in rural areas (CREDIMUJER). 

In Tegucigalpa, on the 3rd September 2014, women representing peasant organizations, indigenous 
groups and cooperatives united under the slogan órural women deserve all of our creditô to stand 
before the representatives of the National Congress and international cooperation. They presented a 
bill that would allow rural women access to credit as a means to tackle rural poverty, which affects 
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65% of the women that live rural areas.  

The proposed bill presented to the legislative hemicycle encourages the creation of the National 
Programme for Solidarity Loans for Rural Women (CREDIMUJER). This programme would grant 
loans to organized rural women- with or without land- that would provide finance for investment 
projects and agricultural entrepreneurship and training, according to Yasmín López, the spokesperson 
of the campaign. ñWe hope that with the proposal of this bill, the National Congress will demonstrate 
good will to resolve the agricultural crisis that the peasant population are experiencing, especially us 
women, who make up 50% of the rural population. That is more than 2 million womenò, said the 
peasant leader. 

Edith Villanueva, a small coffee producer from Marcala, indicated that the proposal arose in response 
to the difficulties and lack of support that women face to access loans and productive resources in the 
rural sector. ñOf the funds intended for agricultural credit from BANADESA, only 11% are granted to 
women, reflecting the lack of support offered by the state and inequality of access to resources to 
produce food and tackle hungerò. 

 

"For it not to be the Last Dinner, Support Honduran Campesinas!" 

According to figures from institutions such as FAO, women make up 70% of the agricultural labour 
force, constituting an integral part of the rural economy in developing countries. Yet, at the same time, 
they are the ones that face the largest difficulties in access to loans and productive resources.  

ñWhen we arrive at the banks, the first thing they ask for in order to secure a loan is a title deed as 
mortgage. A title which most of us women do not have, because we do not own land, and the interest 
rates are high, and most of the time, unaffordable, which leaves us plunging into debt and povertyò, 
Yasmín commented. A study presented in March of this year by the same women, showed that of the 
2 million women that live in rural areas, 92% do not have title deeds to property. 

The National Programme for Solidarity Loans for Rural Women (CREDIMUJER) facilitates the access 
to financial resources for women at low interest rates ïbetween 2% and 5% - which would allow the 
members of the organization to direct the loans to the development of titles which they deem profitable 
and with joint guarantee.  

This initiative has been a result of a process of participatory development by the rural women and has 
benefitted from the support of the Espacio de Agencias de Cooperación Internacional (ACI), Oxfam, 
UN Women and the National Congress Commission for Gender Equality.  

Within this context, Fabrizzio Biondi, from Oxfam, commented that ñwomen are crucial in our pursuit to 
end hunger and poverty and by denying them rights and opportunities we also deny their children and 
society better futures. If the State guarantees equal access to productive resources and credit, yields 
would increase from 20% to 30% which would result in considerable economic growth for the countryò.  

ñToday we officially present to the National Congress, through the Commission on Gender Equality, 
this proposal that we have been supporting as parliamentarians through which we seek to tackle one 
of the main problems that women face in borrowing money due to the lack of guarantees. The 
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Commission of Gender Equality understands that providing poor women with resources, gender 
equality in the home and in society reaps great rewards for the development of the countryò stated the 
Member of Congress and member of the Commission, Yadira Bendaña. 

The rural women demand that for the implementation of CREDIMUJER, a percentage of the funds for 
the revival of agriculture, as proposed by the current government and a proportion of the security tax 
which raises 150 million lempiras monthly be used. An alternative could be to allocate funds seized by 
the OABI for CREDIMUJER, ñbecause a law for loans without funds would be like a field without landò 
claimed the rural women.  

Letôs harvest Justice in the land! 

Campaign by Plataforma Agraria 

You can also check the study ñThe situation of poor peasant women in Honduras and their access to 
land and creditò (Spanish only). 

 

 

WOMENõS STRUGGLES 

 

Guatemala: Aura Lolita Chávez in Front 
Line Defender's "Multiple Exposure" 

Aura Lolita Chávez is a leader of CPK, the Council 
of K'iche' People for the Defence of Life, Mother 
Nature, Land and Territory, in Guatemala. The CPK 
coordinates processes of dialogue, good faith 
community consultations and collective actions 
against the threatening expansion of mining, 
hydroelectric and agro-industry megaprojects in 
their territory. 

Aura Lolita Chavez and other members of CPK 
have been subjected to threats and attacks for their 
peaceful work in defence of human rights, nature 
and life. 

This profile is part of the monthly video series 
"Multiple Exposure", featuring profiles of human 
rights defenders and their work. 

Watch video 

Nicaragua: Memorias del Fuego (Memories 
of Fire); Women and the Revolution 

MEMORIAS DEL FUEGO is a feature-length 
documentary that will be start filming again in 
October 2014, after a successful online 
fundraising. It is about the stories, struggles, and 
triumphs of Sandinista women in Nicaragua who 
refused to conform ï changing the face of their 
country. They played a vital role in winning the 
Sandinista Revolution of 1979, but four decades 
later they are still fighting for social equality. 
 
Women comprised a remarkable (even by today's 

https://www.facebook.com/PlataformaAgrariaHn
http://www.plataformaagraria.hn/publicaciones/item/situacion-de-las-mujeres-rurales-pobres-en-honduras-y-su-acceso-a-la-tierra-y-el-credito
http://www.plataformaagraria.hn/publicaciones/item/situacion-de-las-mujeres-rurales-pobres-en-honduras-y-su-acceso-a-la-tierra-y-el-credito
http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/multipleexposure/aura-lolita-chavez

